RK MUFF BRACKET INFO, POST #2

The RK muffs will sound better than stock Yamaha muffs with no modifications. Some folks like them unmodified just fine. That is why I stress riding them for a few days and several miles before you begin drilling. I am not into loud these days, but I enjoy the sound of an engine properly muffled. The stock muffs really completely muffle that sound, and so provoked my journey through the muffler modification process, as well as some after market muffler expense. I dearly wish I had saved that money!! 

I have not changed my airfilters from stock. No muffler modification that I have tried, including the Khrome Werks muffs that are in reality pretty wide open, required any changes in my state of tune and certainly not any jetting changes. I have plugged my AIS to stop the persistent backfire that is characteristic of these Yamaha engines because of the effort they make to meet emission standards. 

The only real challenge to mounting the RK muffs is getting a bracket made to hang them. Hanging them is not hard, and there are at least four ways to do so. You can hang them with the large "P" type clamps that JCW sells that fit around the outside of the muff and allow the regular stock hanger bracket to be used with a bolt through it and the hole in the "P" clamp. I have also seen folks take a small "P" clamp that fits around the saddle bag bracket at the rear and will accept a 5/16" bolt. That is the size of the threads in the two mounting spots on the RK muffs. You will need two 5/16" by 1 inch bolts, and I used a flat and a lock washer as well (on top of my bracket). This bolt can be passed through the small "P" clamp which is moved to a place on the saddlebag bracket where the bolt will match up with the rear mount on the RK muff and is there attached. That is plenty of support for the rear of the muff if you have it clamped securely onto the header pipe. 

I have also seen folks take a piece of 1 inch wide aluminum or steel channel iron and drill a 5/16" hole to allow the piece to be attached to the front RK muff mount. A measurement is taken which allows this piece of channel iron to reach across to the hole in the stock muff bracket and the piece is cut off and another hole drilled so that the channel can be attached to the stock muff bracket. Your holes in the channel iron would need to be at least an inch from either end of the channel, and the channel iron long enough to accomodate that. Mount the channel with the flat side against the bottom of the stock muff bracket and use a flat and a lock washer on the bottom side so as to allow this piece to be held solidly and securely against the bottom of the stock bracket. You will probably want to use a flat washer between the bottom of the channel and the top of the RK muff mount to allow that connection to be solid also. 

I think the best mount is the "L" or hockey stick shaped bracket that I made. In another post, I have described the measurements of that bracket. I have also asked one of the CAD folks in my office to create a digital image of my bracket with necessary measurements included. If it does not work for you, contact me at my forum profile address and I will mail you a hard copy of the picture. 
I will be happy to answer any questions either on or off the forum about the RK muffs and the RSV. As I said, it takes a bit of time, but this is a cheap way to have a bit of good sound and good looking muffs without spending a bunch of money. I cannot imagine this costing more than a hundred bucks, and it should be done for much less, depending on the cost of the muffs where ever you find them. The bits etc that you buy have other uses, and if any of you live very close or are willing to ship the long half inch bit and the hole saw business around, one purchase there could be shared. 

